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The Waning Glories of Zion
Dowies Dream of a Wonderful City Ends in Fatal Discord
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City
IONS multiply that Zion City that Uto
plan product founded by the late John
Alexander Dowlo In Irking under the

restraints of
tutoarnuQ gov
ornmont nnd in
leaning towards
ills domooriittc
form Thoie
gates that have
to long boon
oloiad to the
pliymolan tile
Daoplo of othor
rvllfloui do
nominatlon null
alto
Uteri nnd

show Indloa-
Uons of opening
wide and
Hboral party
over gets In
power In Zion
City It will bo
como lute many
another protty
town on tho
Hilts front with
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Daniel Bryant
Object of Voliva bit

tcr attacks

LEADING FIGURES IN ZION CITYS TROUBLES
W H Lichty Burt M Rice

Head of Promotion One of the leading
department Liberals

Gus D Thomas
Receiver of Zion

City

this proviso
howovor that thoro will bo no saloons thoro and
no theaters and somo of tho othor features of
tho average town will be missing

When tho town was founded John Alexander
Dowlo sot hIs face against all manner of worldll
floss and sin Ho hud In mind to establish a oni
ony of his own people and a Utopia whore no
wickedness should find entrance Ho waged a
blttor fight on drugs and doctors Ho levelled a
sharp shaft at tho outing of pork oysters crabs
and lobsters Theaters dancing and card play-
Ing canto In for ills fiercest denunciation Smok-
ing ho considered as of tho devil and profanity
as inexcusable All those who entered the sacred
precincts of this city with biblical names must
conform to its rules and abide by thorn rho man
who smoked on tho streets of Zion was haled into
the city Jail whore ho was fined No intoxicating
liquor was to bo found in tho city and no drugs
pills or nostrums wore tolerated When a person
was taken tho elders woro sont for and pray-
ers wore sent up for recovery Such was Ur
Dowlos idea To this day huge white signs con
front visitors to Zion City and on those signs Is
painted this logond No intoxicating liquor no
tobacco no profanity nnd no vulgarity allowod In
this city undor penalty

Dowics broken
nine for tho hopes of finite men

In tho Lake Mound comotory safa within
the precincts of his city and his rule boon
iiiurpod by divers men and his Hook is torn by
internecine strife To the throne ho occupied
with such a carllko powor a full half dozen men
aspire and his little kingdom is rent asunder Hit
people are scattered into numerous warring fac-
tions nnd tho persons who greet you with ponce
10 unto you as thoy pass appear to bo anything
but peaceful themselves Over In tho cemetery
however Dowlos gravo is rapt covered with frdsli-
llowors and ovon those who wore tho bitterest
against him towards tho last have como to fool
that ho was not responsible for tho
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many strange things ho did in tho last
years of his strenuous life Tile poo
plo who remain have covered his life
with a broad mantle of charity and all
factions of whatsoever sort revere his
memory and hold his namo in affec-
tionate regard

At the present Limo thoro are five
factious struggling for tho control of
Zion Olty Of those there aro two that
uSBiuno prominent proportions One
of those is headed by Wilbur Glenn
Vollva who stylos himself tho succes-
sor to John Alexander Dowlo tho gen-
eral overseer of tho Christian Catholic
church in Zion Tho othor largo fac-
tion la headed by Daniel Bryant who
does not aspire to any high olllco but
is tho head and tho leader of tho liber
al faction John A Lewis who has a
small following Is tho one to whom
Dowlo willed his high office before ho
died John Taylor who lives in Shiloh
House tho mansion once owned and
Inhabited by Dowlo and his family has
n following of tho old radical Dowie
itos and the Parbamitos who are those
people who withdrew into a little camp
by themselves after Parhara an evan
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By WILL REED DUNROY

golist made a visit to Zion City and preached on
numerous occasions to those who would hoar him

Wilbur Glenn Vollva camo from faraway Aus-
tralia to take up the reigns of government before
Overseer Dowie died Ho saw that tho aged man
was fast losing his mental balance and ho as-

sumed control of everything and sought to depose
Dowlo This angered tho sick loader and when
ho was about to die ho called John A Lewis to his
side and willed him the ovorsoorship but only a
few followed him Daniel Bryant who hrd been
in charge of the work In South Africa returned
nnd ho soon had n following Voliva has always
tried to follow in tho footsteps of Dowio Ho has
thundered against pork against liquor against to
bacco theaters nnd newspapers from his pulpit in
Shiloh tabernacle much as did Dowlo before him
His party secured tho machinery of tho city gov-
ernment and ho has boon at tho head of the con-

servative element that desires to perpetuate tho
theocratic form of government In Zion City and to
exclude nil those things opposed by Dowlo

The Liberal faction
ANI3DL Bryant however tins sought to lot down
tho bars Ho and a strong coterie of mon among

which Is Gus D Thomas tho recolvor of the city
have trlod to make tho city more like other cities
Among tho most prominent workers In this camp
is W H Lichty of tho promotion department ot
the Zion City Investment company which is trying
to induce manufacturers to settle in Zion and is
trying to develop tho city Mr Lichty says Tho
city noods manufacturers Wo must havo work for
our men In order to got big firms to sottlo hero
we must hold out inducements Wo cannot run
the city under tho old blue laws Of course wo do
not want a wide open town but wo want a placo
whore people can live and work and bo at home
It Is a fact that manufacturers like our people
Thoy want sober industrious man and that Is the
only kind wo have hero Tho city contains over
0000 acres oC land nnd of tills fully 4000 acres
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One of the bitter cartoons used by Voliva in his fight on Daniel Bryant
and the Liberals
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are y t undeveloped It thin t
Zion City a municipality of SOiOOO

souls within ton yours and wo can do It

flour
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liberal policy
than la now In
evidence

It
Bonroaly seem
possible that
polities should
play an import-
ant part in this
den but it
doGS There art
two parties tho
ono in powojt
being republi-
can W Hurrt-
Clananln a r-
opublican Is
mayor and 18 pC

tho Vollva
On tha

other side tho
liberals on

as
thoy call them
solves havo the

H
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fol-
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receiver and a
goat many of tho officers tho company Air

who runs a sort of paper
called The Battle Axe prints tho two political

as follows

Of
religlo political

Zion Ticket
A Clean City
Looses with Restric-

tions
AntiSaloons-
Notobao
No Theatres
No Dance Halls
Divine Healing
Clean Foods
Open Deeds
ONH3 Church in Zion
Cooperation
Leadership
Obedience to Authority
Bible in tho Schools
Religion in All Things
Theocracy
Kingdom of God
Unity

¬

The Devils Ticket
An Open Town
Dirty Deeds
Free Whisky
Stinkpots
FroQ Theatres
Dancing
Doctors Drugs and

Devils
Pork Oysters Grabs etc
Socretlam Mahalubonos
Sects and Divisions
Qutthroat Competition
Anarchy

Godless Schools
Business and no Religion
Democracy
Tho Kingdom of tho

Devil

0 beyno Man

Cartoons as bitter as as any
ever graced a secular newspaper are used from
time to time and tho political war waged Is a
vory vicious one

Press enters the fight
Alexander Dowie was always opposed to tho

Wilbur Glenn Vollva holds to tho samo
opinion Tho now liberal party however courts
the favor of the newspapers and on January 21st
of this year tendered a banquet to tho press club
of Waukegan and tho press club of Lake county
within the city limits of Zion City Voliva has
sinco roforred to this as Belshazzars Feast and
in an article in tho Zion Herald a paper edited
and published by himself he printed an article
headed Bol haz ars Feast and tho Handwriting-
on tho Wall Plainly Indicating That tho Demon

Inspired Miserable Municipal League
Will Soon Be Burled in tho Cemetery

JOHN

an

of Oblivion in the Land of Forgetful
fleas

Shortly bofore title event Mr Vollva
Issued the following manifesto in his
paper t

City Hall Building Zion City Ill
January 10 1909

To the Devil and his imps tho back-
slidden degenerates who sent to mo
today an invitation and two tickets
to the latest thing concocted In hell
for the destruction of Zion City

You hypocrites you whited sopul
ohros you offspring of vipers j In the
namo of the Most High God I rebuke
you and earnestly pray that if you
will not repent He will withdraw
hand and sweep you Into hell
you belong

To All the Zion People in Zion City
I give notice that In the name of

tho Most High God and in the naaieof
Jesus the Christ His Son and in the
name of the Holy Spirit I proclaim
Thursday afternoon and
21st 1909 as a time of noting gild

where

¬

¬


